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press release 
The Russian semiconductor market is driven by the very fast growth of its 

telecommunications sector (+25 to 30% in 2006) but also by the government’s strong 

plan to prioritize the diversification of its economy. Last February, Russia confirmed its 

determination to leverage its high-tech sector and to develop the competitive potential of 

its economy through private/state investment projects. These will be implemented before 

2015, for a total investment of more than 290 billion euros. 

 

Mikron JSC, the largest semiconductor manufacturing company in Russia, 

launched the Fab project in 2006, in a technology partnership with an important 

European semiconductor manufacturer. It is located in the Russian “Silicon Valley” 

in Zelenograd, a special economic zone 30 km northwest of Moscow. The first 

production line using the 0.18 micron technology is scheduled to start end of 2007. 

 

Air Liquide has just signed two agreements with Mikron. The first agreement is 

related to a long-term contract of Carrier Gases. The second one covers the sale of 

equipment and turnkey installation of Electronic Specialty Gases, and various 

materials.  

 

Christophe Fontaine, Vice-President Electronics, Air Liquide Group, declared: “We are 

very proud and honored to have been selected by Mikron. This project is a 

tremendous opportunity for Air Liquide to share our strong expertise with our 

new partner and it allows us to position ourselves as the first gas solutions 

provider to the new Russian semiconductor industry. This new investment is 

further proof of our willingness to develop the Group in emerging countries, 

particularly in Russia.” 

 

Gennadij Ya. Krasnikov, General Director Mikron JSC, noted: “Our requirements for 

the equipment of the new line are exceptional. Technological systems and 

solutions offered by Air Liquide proved to be optimal for us.” 

 

 

 

Mikron JSC is the main subsidiary of the «SITRONICS Microelectronic Solutions» business division. 

Located in Zelenograd, Mikron JSC provides every stage of the production cycle for integrated 

microcircuits, including design, crystal manufacture, assembly and sales. The company is the biggest 

Russian microchip exporter. 
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New success with leading Russian 
semiconductor manufacturer 

A i r  L i q u i d e  E l e c t r o n i c s  

With 3 000 employees and 864 million 

euros annual sales in 2006, Air Liquide 

Electronics has activities in ultra-pure and 

specialty gases, new molecules, related 

equipment and customized services.  

The Electronics division management is 

based in Tokyo, to enhance its proximity to 

the booming semiconductor market in 

Asia. 

 

A i r  L i q u i d e  i n  R u s s i a  

Established in Moscow in 1989, Air 

Liquide has achieved sales of industrial 

and gas production equipment in Russia 

and Ukraine.  

Air Liquide Russia started its gas supply 

activities in 2005, in particular for Severstal, 

a leading national steel producer in 

Cherepovets, for which an air separation unit 

(ASU) with a production capacity of 3,000 

tonnes per day of oxygen is being 

commissioned. 
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With nearly 37,000 employees in 72 countries, Air Liquide is a world leader in industrial 

and medical gases and related services. The Group offers innovative solutions based on 

constantly enhanced technologies and produces air gases (oxygen, nitrogen, argon, rare 

gases…) and many other gases including hydrogen. The Group contributes to the 

manufacturing of many everyday products: bubbles in sparkling beverages, protective 

atmosphere for packed foods, oxygen for hospitals and homecare patients, ultra-pure gases 

for the semiconductor industry, hydrogen to desulfurize fuels... 

Air Liquide is committed to sustainable development and helps to protect life. Founded in 

1902, Air Liquide has successfully developed a long-term relationship with its shareholders 

built on trust and transparency and guided by the principles of corporate governance. 

Since the publication of its first consolidated financial statements in 1971, Air Liquide has 

posted strong and steady earnings growth. Sales in 2006 totaled 10,949 million euros, 

with sales outside France accounting for almost 80%. Air Liquide is listed on the Paris stock 

exchange and is a component of the CAC 40 and Eurostoxx 50 indices (ISIN code 

FR 0000120073). 

 


